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that institution. H e  practiced medicine first at Grand Rapids, Michi- 
gan ; then at Central City, Nebraska, and again at t h e  former city - 
eight years altogether. He entered the Bennett Eclectic College of 
Medicine and Surgery, graduating therefrom on the 21st of February, 
1878, and on the 23d of the same month graduated from the Chicago 
College b of Ophthalmolo,qp and Otology. Since his recent settlement 
at Bismark, Mr. Peters has successfully operated for cataract in a num- 
ber of cases, extracting the lens and restoring sight. H e  has contrib- 
uted one of these cases to the Chicago Medicat Times. H e  was 
elected vice-president of Illinois State Eclectic Association, held at 
Springfield on the 4th and 5th of June, 1879, and wai  delegated to the 
national association, which convened at Cleveland, Ohio, on the 18th 
of June, 1879. He was married on the 1st of' September, 1869, to 
Edith Conrad. 

VANCE TOWNSHIP. 

Vance township, as now bounded, occupies a position on the west- 
ern border of the county, and is i n  the second tier of towrlships from 
the southern line, having Oakwood on its northern boundary, Catlin 
on its eastern, Side11 on its southern, and Champaign county on its 
western. The Salt Fork of the Vermilion river runs through its north- 
ern part. near1 y the whole length, which is skirted by timber on an 
average of about one mile on either bank. The township is seven 
miles long east and west, and .tive miles wide, and contains one section 
less than a full congressional township. The State Road from Danville 
to Decatur runs tllrough, keeping as nearly as possible about one and 
one half miles away from the Salt Fork; and the Wabash railmay runs 
very nearly through its center, having the village of Fairmount, a 
neatly built and pleasantly located town, s i t~a ted  about one mile from 
its eastern border. Abundance of building-stone is found along and in 
the bed of the stream, and ledges of calcareo-silicious stone crop out 
on the prairie near the center of the town, which is the best known 
material for making rods ,  and makes an excellent quality of lime for 

- 

building purposes, and for dressing for wheat lands. This stone is 
hard enough to withstand natural destruction from the elements, and 
soft enough to wear smooth cnder wagon-wheels, giving just the 
quality suitable for McAdam roads. It is being sparingly used here as 
yet, but in other places in this state where it has been used for years 
its value has been thoroughly tested and abundantly proved. There is 
a mine of wealth in these ledges of stone, such as crop out on the Big 
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Spring farm of J. C. Sandusky. The ridge, or divide, between the 
Salt Fork and the Little Vermilion runs along the southern border of 
Vance, and the prairie land all sheds toward the north, being freely 
supplied with streams and small branches, which beautifully water the 
farms and afford fine drainage. The surface is %either flat nor hilly, 
having sufficient undulation to make i t  capable of tillage all seasons, 
with here and there small mounds or easily rising hills, which add 
variegated beauty to the scene no less than real value to its worth. 
Originally about twelve sqnare miles of its territory was timber land, 
being about one third of its present surface. This proportion is not 
much varied, forfew farms have been made on that portion which was 
timber, although, of course, some of i t  was cut off by early settlers. 
It is as fine a tract of farming land as czn be found in this or any other 

' 

state. Let any one who has an eye to that which is both beautiful and 
useful in nature and in rural life drive along the State Road in May or 
June in the cool evening, and see, where only a few short years ago 
all was as nature had prepared it  for man, the wealth which has spru11g 
from well directed'toil and the frugal lives of those who rescued these 
acres from wild nature, the substantial farm-houses, with their sur- 
roundings of groves, orchards, herds and buildings, well-tilled land 
and thrifty crops, and his doubting will be turned into conviction of 
the strongest type. Here one sees farm-life arrayed in its goodliest 
adornments. The small farms that have come down from father to 
son show the qualities which time lends. The tiresome appearance of 
newness which everywhere in the prairie conntry confronts us is want- 
ing. Everything which adds to comfort is here f ~ n n d .  

The earlier settlements were made along this State Road; or, to 
state i t  more correctly, they were made along the border of the timber, 
and the State Road was made here because of this fact. A t  first the 
road wound in and out wherever clearings were made; and, through 

- the influence of CoI. Vance, who was then a member of the legislature, 
the road was straightened and adopted as a stzte road. 

The railroad was graded through this townein 1836. I t  was one of 
that network of "internal improvements" that the state proposed at 
that time to prosecute for the purpose of developing the country. I t  
is* looked upon now as a wild and visionary scheme. John W. Vance, 
from whom this to~vndlip was named, aroused serious opposition, and 
destroyed whatever prospects he may have had for pditical promotion, 
by opposing the railroad scheme, or '' ring " as it  would now be called. 
His  reasons for opposing it were, that i t  wasf'ar in advance of the 
necessities of the times, and must result in failure. He, of course, did 
not suppose that snch a revulsion as came in 1837, was at hand ; but 
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his argument was based upon sure and certain business principles. He 
said, in justifying his opposition, that there was not then, and for years 
could not be, business to support so many railroads as they were pro- 
posing to build; that a single road m u l d  carry all there was to be car- 
ried to market for years to come. This was undoubtedly true, and yet 
those whom he mas opposin,a sought to find in his opposition some . 

selfish, hidden reason. B e  was a statesman, and was about as far in 
advance of his time as the railroads of 1836 were. No better evidence 
of his ability as a legislator is wanted than his record on this matter. 
9 i s  brother was governor of Ohio, and it is said by those who knew 
thern both, that John was by far the abler man of the two. The town- 
ship that received his name embraced a portion of what is now Oak- 
wood until 1866, and he resided in that part of the township. . 

As soon as the railroad was located, Ellsworth & Co. entered all the 
land along its line, from Danville to Decatur, that had not previously 
been taken, and held it for speculation. Owing to the revulsion which, 
in due course of nature's law, must, and did, follow the flush times of 
1836, the specuiators did not get au opportnnity to sell their land for 
twenty years. With the actual building of the Wabash road came 
their opportunity to sell at from five to eight dollars per acre, so that 
their speculation was not a magnificent one by any means, for though 
taxation was much lighter then than now, the interest on their invest- 
ment, and taxes for twenty rears, amounted to no inconsiderable part 
of the receipts. 

EARLY SETTLEMENTS. 

The first settler known to make a home within the bounds of Vttnce 
mas Tllomas Osborne, who made a little cabin i n  section 32, ami le  or . 

two northwest of Fairmount, in 1825. E e  did not do sny large amount 
of clearing or farrriing, but spent his time in fishing and hunting, which 
latter was by fkr the most profitable business of that day and age. The 
skins and f i~rs  of a winter's crop were worth more than a corn crop. 
Osborne did not stay here long after the game b e e n  to grow scarce, 
but went on west. Mr. Rome11 and Mr. Gazad had cabins near by, 
and, as squatters," remained around here a short time. I n  the same 
neighborhood James Elliot, James French and Samuel -Beaver corn- 
men,ced a year or two later. They also puslled on farther west, and 
William Davis bought their claim8 when he came here- soon after. 
Beaver was a tanner, and kept and worked a small tan-yard, the mate- 
rial for which business was plenty here at that time. His house stood 
exactly where the Baptist church was built, -in fact, the church was, 
for some reason not now known, built around the house, which was . 

torn down and carried out 'after the cllnrch was enclosed. The church 
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was built in 1835, and thirty years later was to have been moved to 
Fairmount, but was burned the night before it  was to have started on 
its journey. Henry Hunter took up a claim in 1828, on section 33, 
just north of Fairmount. H e  sold to Jennings in 1833, and after liv- 
ing awhile here, died. His family are gone, some still living in Mis- 
souri. Jennings, a few years after, sold and went to the vicinity of 
Jacksonville, where his widow still resides. He was a peculiar man, 
and difficnlt to get along with ; was not, in fact, a popular neighbor, or 
a very agreeable man. The Catletts now own the land. W111. Steward 
the same year (1528) took up land near by, and died in 1833. His was 
the second grave in the Dougherty grave-yard. He is spoken of as 
being a man of excellent character. His land also belongs to the Cat- 
lett hrm. Near by were several old cabins of those who had been here 
for a short time. Thomas Redmond and Joseph Yount came the same 
year from Ohio, and took up claims in section 3, near Homer. They 
remained here until they died. Some members of' the Yount family 
live on the place yet. 

The next year James Smith commenced a farm on section 2, near 
by. H e  died there, and his family are all gone except William, who 

. lives on a portion of the land which is in section 1. John Cordts owns 
o and occupies the  old homestead. A little farther east W. H. Lee set- 

tled in 1829. H e  died there, and most of his family are dead also. 
Such as are living are in the neighborhood. Wm. Hardin settled here 
at  the same time. H e  was a prosperous and influential rnan in the 
community. H e  died about 1864. One sou, Wm. M. Hardin, lives 
near by, an2 one resides in Iowa. These people, as far as known, corn- , 

prise the first settlers, and were all from Ohio. 
Wm. O'Neal came here in 1889, and three years later sold to Fran- 

cis Dougllerty and mooed farther north. His place -was or1 section 34, 
- just northeast of Fainnount. W. Fielder settled near there the next 

year, and W. H. Butler settled 011 the same section. H e  afterward 
went farther east, and made his home in Catlin township. James 
Buoy purchased his place, which is now owned by James M. Dougller- 
ty. Wm. Reynolds had a elaim just north of these, in section 87, and 
also went to .Cat.lin, where he was long an iufluential citizen, and a 
prominent local preacher of the Methodist church. B. M. Dougderty 
bought his claim. Nr. Nicholas Van Duzen also settled in this section 
in 1832, and lived here until 1840. The same year Peter Frazier set- 
tled on section 28, where he still resides. H e  is now more than ninety 
years old, and is nearly blind. His daughter, Mrs. Smith, lives on the 
fhrm, taking care af her aged father in his declining years. I n  1831 
Aaron Dabley came to the same section to live. H e  sold to Henry 
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Hunter and removed farther north into Oakmood township, where he 
died. His family are nearly all dead, though some still reside there. 
Harvey Stearns took up a claim on section 5 in 1832. His widow 
lives on the farm yet, and his sons, Alvin, Calvin and Alonzo, live on 
farms near by. Lnther Stearns had a farm in section 1, west of Har- 
vey's. H e  went to Texas. His son resides in Homer. Geo. Custar 
bought, and Mr. Saladay owns, the land. Pretty much all these set- 
tlements mere on what was the old road, before i t  was straightened in 
conformity to the plan to make it the State Road. 

Francis Dougherty came here from Brown county, Ohio, in  Septem 
ber, 1832, with teams to bring his family and worldly effects. His 
family then consisted of three daughters and one son, Samuel. His a 

son Alexander came with his family at the same time, and another son, 
B. M., had come a year before. His son James and family, and 
daughter, Mrs. Ferrior, and family, came the next yesr. H e  purchased 
land of Mr. O'Neal, and afterward entered considerable, amounting in 
all to nine hundred acres. H e  was a man of enlarged views and strict 
business habits, industrious and frugal. When he came he had means 
enough to commence in a new country comfortably, and his boys had 
been brought up to work. I t  was not long before they got into easy 
circ~unstances, and were well enough fixed so that the revulsion of 
1837, which ruined so many? did not affect them much. H e  died in 
1860, at the advanced age of ninety-one, leaving to his children and 
grandchildren -who still live in the neighborhood, and have been 
among the most energetic business men-an honor&- name, and the 
memory of a well-spent life. Mrs. Dongherty died in 1851. Alex- 
ander, who was then just commencing life, still lives in Fairmount. 
Though uom past his three-score and ten, and apparently feeble in 
pllysical strength, his mind is as clear and his recollection as accurate 
as need be. The writer has been placed under very many obligations 
to him for the fs.cts for this sketch. H e  was a member of the first 
Methodist class ever formed in the township-by Father Anderson, at 
Henry Hunter's, in 1833,-and i t  may be added that, so far as known, 
he has never fallen from grace. It is a real pleasure to spend an hour 
or two with such old citizens, whose minds are stored with the pleasant 
reminiscences of early days, especially now that so few are left who do 
really know any thing which the - gleaner for historical statistics needs. 
Dr. Thomas Deacon had a residence in the part of this township which 
lies north of the Fork, as early as 1830. 9 e  acquired considerable 

. 

land, and was a prosperous man and an excellent citizen. H e  has 
recently died, leaving behind him an honored memory for honesty, in- 
dustry and thrift. His family still reside there. 
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That portion of the township which lies south of the railroad did 
not come into general cultivation until about 1855 or 1860. About 
1850 i t  became known that the railroad which had been graded four- 
teen years before, would .be built. Senator .Douglas had secured an 
assnrance of the passage through congress of the Illinois Central Rail- 
road bill, and it was readily seen that the building of that would force 
the co~npletion of the lines already begun. This called attention to 
land lying within a few miles of these lines, and soon every acre of it 
was taken up. Josiall Sandusky, who lived at Catlin, a prosperous and 
driring man, took the occasion to enter the land which he had long 
had his eye upon, for his son Jacob, just south of where Fairmount 
now is, and known a s  the " Big Spring" farm. The springs, bubbling 
up out of the ledge of lime-stone, may out on the prairie, was so notice- 
able that it  had lo~ ig  attracted. attention. Everybody in this part of 
the county knew the "big spring," and everybody thought "what a 
nice place that would be for a milk-house if this prairie ever gets set- 
tled up," and everybody thoag1;ht they would like to own that farm some- 
time. What others tilought, ~os ia i l  Ssndusky, with his eye as usual 
on the maill chance, did. Putting $450 into his pockets, he went to 
Danville and entered nine " forties" around this famous spring, making 
a square h r m  three-fourths of a mile each way, whicll thirty times that 
amount of n~oney could not buy to-day. H e  soon brought i t  into culti- 
vation, and put on it the old Butler house, which stood so long the mon- 
ument of the pioneer of Butler's Point. This was, aside frorn its asso- 
ciations, a famoas llouse. The lcgs were of black walnut, hewn, and 
so large that they wonld uom, if salved into inch boards, bring allnost 
enough, at  market rates, to build a good-sized farm residence. While 
everytl~ing about is good, the chief attraction is the magnificent spring, 
or reallg a series of springs, which ft~rnisll water enough for the stock, 
and has been utilized at the milk-lronse, and can be in many other 
ways. Isaac made liis home at Catlin, and with his sons, a portion of 
wllom lived there, became possessed of large landed property, buying 
np all the farms that were for sale around the mound. They are a 
remarkable hmily. I n  the histgrv of Vermilion county no family has 
cut so important a figure in its business, social and agricultural con- 
cerns. 

FAIRMOUNT. 

Fairmount was platted and recorded December, 1856, by Capt. 
Josiah Hunt. H e  was chief engir~eer of the Great Western railroad, 
as it was then called, and bongllt this tract of Mr. Corneli::~, after he 
knew there was to be a station here. The plat included thirty-seven 
blocks, several of which were mere fractions, owing to  the fact that the 
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streets were made to run parallel with, and perpendicular to, the rail- 
road, instead of running with the points of compass. The town was first 
cal!ed Salina. R. Q. Cornelius, Joseph Reese, John Allen, John H. 
Folks platted additions at various times since. The name of the town 
was changed to Fairmount, but on the record it remains Salina. The 
first building.put up on the site of this town was built by Parish & Bow- 
man, in 1836. They had a " job on the railway" to do grading in that 
ancient time, and John Dougherty relates that he used to come here to 
sell potatoes, onions and cabbages in tlleir season, to the railroad men. 
I t  stood just east of the hill, nearly opposite the mill. The station- 
house was first put up on Main street in 1857, and served all the pur- 
poses of' railroad station, residence for Nr. Miellael Dunn, tool-house, 
hotel, and in fact everything but church. Mr. Dunn, who is the pio- 
neer, and who still lives here doing the railroad work? was by far the 
most important personage in the business. H e  had great difficulty at 
first in getting a supply of water. The building was 16  x 24, and made 
a very sightly appearance as it was seen from a distance across theprai- 
ries. There was not a tree or a bush growing on the present site of 
the villa-ge, and young mothers who moved there to live had to provide 
th6mselves with switches for family use, and bring them along with 
the household goods. Mr. Dunn says that there was the same lack of 
snitch for railroad purposes. The side-track was not long enough to 
side-track n train if trains happened to meet here. The first residence 
was built where the residence of ISIr. Aams now stands. 

John Allen, who owned a farm east of town three miles, where 
Thomas Sandusky now lives, was employed by W. P. Chandler to 
negotiate - the sale of lots in the new town for Capt. Hunt. H e  sold a 
good many of the lots. J. W. Booker, Andrew Howden, Alien, and 
others, purchased. H e  built a residence upon the site where he now 
lives, and bought several acres adjoining. Wm. Goodwin built on 
Main street, where Bradway's drug store now is. Mr. Booker built a 
dwelling east of Main street; John Haney, s residence on the corner 
near the railroad. Allen & Booker built the store now occupied by 
Gibson, and Booker lived in it. Mr. Allen kept a boardinghouse, 
having eight or ten boarders. Allen & Booker put in  a . general - stock 
of goods, very general, too, as is remembered, containing everything 
from tin pans to patent medicines. After two years, W. A. Lowery, . 
of Danrille, purcllased it, and put Charles Tilton in charge of it, a 
youth of some experience in ~nercactile pursuits, and a keen taste for 
the business, and who is still selling goods here. H e  ran i t  successft~lly 
for nearly two years, when Caleb Vredenberg, an old citizen of Dan- 
ville, bought it, and came here and sold goods for a time, then removed 
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it to Homer. John R. Witherspoon came from Indiana in the spring 
1869, bringing a store already framed with him, and the carpenters to 
put i t  up. H e  erected i t  on the corner nest to Tilton's present store, 
and stocked i t  with goods. H e  was a successful and experienced busi- 
ness man. E e  died after about ten years' business here.' His widow 
and family still reside here, engaged in the hotel business. John Corts 
commenced to build the hotel in 1860, when Mr. Hall bought it and 
finished i t ;  afterward enlarging and materially improving it. H e  con- 
tinues to occupy it. Mr. Witherspoon occupied the house for a resi- 
dence which Wm. Woods resides in for one year, after which he lived 
in the building where Mr. Stalons now is. This residence had no 
fence around it, and, during "fly-time," the cattle and sheep from a 
thousand acres used to collect aronnd to find the gratefnl shade, and 
pick u p  whatever they could find. If Mrs. W. left the door open for 
a minute, the chances were that the calves would make a raid into her 
pantry, or chase the frightened children, of wllom she had a goodly 
number, through the honse. Many a time she longed to be back among 
the Hoosiers, where at least the cattle were compelled to recognize the 
fact that white folks had some rights which horned-cattle were bound 
to respect. For weeks at a time she had to throw out pickets bf young 
Witherspoons and dogs to keep the cattle from eating up her "starched 
clothes" out on the line. A " boiled shirt" seemed to be the particular 
delight of the half-grown calves which collected around her castle. This 

. house has been enlarged and rebuilt by Mr. Ellis Adarns, who still 
owns it. John B. Turner built the house on the north side of the 
railroad, where his widow still lives. The house now occupied by 
Lewis E. Booker was built by his father as a residence when he first 
came here. I?. L. Dougherty built the first elevator in 1859, which 
was burned in 1862, and he then built the present one. Joseph 
Dougherty's residence was bnrned in 1867. Another fire, probably in 
1866, burned the entire wooden row on the east side of Main street. 
I t  burned Aldridge's and Heistenel's bnildings, New's drug store, and 
some other small buildings. 

A fellow by the name of Crawford conceived the idea that here 
would be a " right smart chance " to sell whisky, so he supplied him- 
self with a little stock of clloice native and foreign "forty rod," "in- 
stant death," " linger long" and other choice brands. Messrs. Allen 
and Catlett, thinking to convert the chap from the evil of his ways, 
made a bargain with him to buy his stock, provided he would discon- 
tinue business permanently. Mrs. Crawford, however, when being in 
terviewed, " separate and aside from her husband," would not consent 
to the bargain, and Allen had to make the best of so one-sided a bar- 
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gain, and when he fbnnd he could not make a bargain with the woman 
of the house, crawled under the bed to get the keg; while the old lady 
went for him mith the rolling-pin in a way he despised." Allen, who 
mas never l~nown to show the white feather, retreated with the keg 
through the back window, while Catlett covered his retreat in a mas- 
terly manner. The Crawfords were not conquered, however, and with 
the money the citizens had given them, went to Danville and laid in a 
fresh supply. This was a little too much for the mild temper of John 
Allen, even. A meeting mas held in the upper story of the warehouse, 
the only public hall it1 town, and the situation was discussed in all its 
bearings. Seventy citizens at this council of war decided, first, that 
liquor should not be sold in Fainnount ; and seco~d,  - well, me will 
see. The next morning the committee called on the Cramfords and 

- 

made k~lown their first resolve, and gave them their choice, to load i t  
into a wagon which they had in readiness, and take it, mith the re- - 

mainder of their plunder, out of to~vn: or be dealt with more harshly. 
Mrs. C. again armed herself with the rolling-pin, but Crawford craw- 
fished, and consented to roll the stuff out, and when it was loaded, an 
"infuriated citizen?' mounted the wagon and cut every hoop off the 
barrel in a minute. Since that no attempts have been made to run a 
saloon in Fairmount, - except the proposition L' Uncle John Mills " 
made. 

Mr. John Dougherty built the grist-mill in 186s. It is 40 x 50, sup- 
plied with three run of stone, and does excellent work. I t  cost $15,000, 
and has run now eleven pears without being shut a half day from any 
cause, Sundays excepted. H e  built the elevator in 1877, since which 
time he has connected the grain trade with that of milling. The mill, 
under his management, has been a great success. 

Rev. James Ashmore, the veteran minister of the Cumberlaud Pres- 
byterians, who now resides in Fairmount, has given an energetic life 
to gospel work, most of which has been spent in this county. His 
parents were of Roman Catholic birth, and when he was a small child 
a priest of that church ogered to take him to Rome and educate him 
for the priesthood. His parents assented to the plan, but when the 
time came for parting with him they changed their minds and decided 
to keep him with them. I n  1840 he came to Vermilion county and 
commenced his life's work. H e  organized Mt. Pisgah church, in 
Georgetown, that year ; the Mt. Vernon church, in Catlin, the same ' 
gear; the Liberty church, in Elwood, in 1843; the Yananlies Point 
church, in Elwood, in 1853; the Miller church, in Carroll, in 1866; 
and Olive Branch church the same year. Several others, which are 
now flourishing churches in th is  county, have been largely the off- 

62 
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shoots of his early ministerial labors here. A more extended notice of' 
this honored pioneer, and his son, Henry, will be found on a future 

page* 
Uncle John Hoobler, as he is familiarly called, an honored 

preacher of the United Brethren church, settled on the Wabash in 
1826. Frotn that time his active life has been given to preaching, and 
to the manual labors which a large business calls for. H e  came to live 
in this county in 1846, and purchased the old Ross mill at Rossville. 
H e  was presiding elder of his church the first year, and then located, 
still continuing to preach as occasion called for. While there, for five 
years he  carried on the mill and worked a farn. William Morgan 
stole all his horses and took them to La Salle county to work a farm 
with. After this loss Mr. Hoobler again took a circuit, his brethren 
in the conference taking up a collection to buy him a horse, which he 
cfecl-ined to receive. H e  then went to Livingston county, where he 
lived thirteen years, preaching and acting as presiding elder while 
there. H e  came to Fairmount to live four years ago. H e  has been 
greatly prospered in worldly aftairs, as well as in the ministry, and has 
made good use of his opportunities. Though now past seventy, he is 
a brave, hearty, well-preserved old man. He has in his possession now 
a picture of 0 we11 Lovejoy, which that gentlem~n gave him in 1860, 
and which he prizes for its associations beyond price, and which he will 
hand down to his children as a reminder of one of the brave Inen of his 
day and generation. H e  has now sixty grandchildren, and thirty-three 
great-grandchildren, with one precinct, to hear from. 

John P. Mills came from Kentucky to where his brother-in-law, 
John Johns, was living, in Blount township, in 1836. H e  bought a 
piece of land on what was then called the barrens, and proceeded to 
make a farm. This land mas not in any sense barren, but i t  was desti- 
tute of timber. H e  thought at that day that he could make a &rm 
easier on such land than on the  prairie-a very common opinion then. 
H e  made a farm there, and remained on it  fifteen years, and then went 
to  Bean Creek, farther north, and made a farm there, and remained 
there fourteen years. H e  was licensed to preach by Presiding Elder 
Hooper Crews, on the 15th of August, 1840, and ordained a deacon by 
Bishop Hamline, in 1846. H e  engaged largely in the work of a local 
preacher, and helped materially to build up the church. H e  was one 
of the first in the county to esponse the abolition cause, and feels proud 
now of telling tbat his vote was one of the eleven which were cast in 

- 

this county in favor of the clause, which was submitted separately, to 
permit free persons of color to come into the state; H e  does not know 
who the others were, but is very sure Rev. Enoch Kingsbury was one, 
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and some members of the Gilbert family were among the eleven. Mr. 
Kingsbury, though belonging to a different denomination, mas always 
a warm personal friend of Mr. uills. His son Eli died in the service 
of his country.' While very lorn, and apparently near his end, Mr. D. 
L. Moody, who .was near by, ministering spiritually to the sick and 
wounded on the boat, raised him up in bed, and he expired in his arms. 
His wife died soon after this, and a few years since, he came to Fair- 
mount to live, hoping to find a healthy and pleasant location. While 
here he solemnized a marriage which made the two married couples 
who were the first ones married in the county one, by marrying Mr. 
Douglass to Mrs. Snow. Mr. Mills is a jovial and pleasant gentleman, 
rather fond of a joke or a surprise, as the case may be. When he came 
to Fairmount to see whether he would decide to corne here to live, he 
gave out that he was looking out for sorne good place to start a saloon. 
C, 

I t  is proper to add that the "sign " which he carried would hardly in- 
duce strangers to doubt his sincerity when talking about the saloon 
business, and he was soon given to understand that he ~ ~ o u l d  be served 
as Crnwford was if he undertook that business here. 

Tlie rlatne of Cyrus Douglass has often appeared in these pages. 
A t  the time of this writing he still lives at Fairmount, thongh evi- 
dently his eventful life is near its end. In  Catlin township a correct 
account is  give^ of his marriage, the facts of which were furnished the 
writer by a lady who knew the circumstances well. After his marriage, 
fifty-five years ago, he ment to Georgetown townsllip, and afterward 
into Elwood township, where he spent his life i n  farming, and in doing 
whatever good he could in his humble way. 

Hiram Hickman came from Brown county, Ohio, to this state, in 
1828. He ment to Old Town timber, in McLean county, and bought 
a piece of land, but returned to this county the next season. There - 

were no settlements between the Vermilion timber and the Eickapoo 
at that time. I n  traveling, he had to go on horse-back, and was nearly 
eaten 11p by the fierce prairie-flies of that day. I n  trying to make the 
Georgetown timber on his way back, he found the big spring on Jacob 
Sandusky's farm, and believes he is the first white man who ever tasted 
its waters; but it did not give him perpetual youth or great riches. 
His  father, who was born in Tennessee, crossed the Ohio River in 1813, 
and came here to this county in 1531. Hiram made his home in 

. Georgetown in 1835, and in 1837 commenced keeping tavern there. 
H e  was early drawn into political life, being a strong democrat politi- 
cally. H e  was the candidate of that .party in 1844, for sheriff, and 
thinks he was elected; though in the contest with Capt. Frazier he 
resigned, to get a better hold, but he did not get it. Again, in 1846, 
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he was elected, and did not resign ; he was elected again in 1848. The 
duties of sheriff under the old system were very important and pre- 
carious. I n  addition to all the cot~rt business, he had the county 
revenue to collect, and necessarily required many assistants, who were 
not always the class of men who were the safest to trust. In traveling 
over the state in those days by stage, he frequently had to walk, and 
deemed it  fortunate if he did not have to carry a rail to help pry the 
old wagons-which by conrtesy were called stages-out of the sloughs. 
During the time he was in office the country mas full of horse-thieves. 
H e  had little trouble in catching them, but they had so many friends 
outside that he seldom had the pleasure of transporting them to the 
penitentiary. 

t CHURCHES. 

The Goshen Baptist Church was organized about 1832, and services 
were held in the Davis school-house and the Stearns school-house, at 
private houses, and wherever most convenient, until 1835, when a 
church edifice mas built, as before stated, on the - ground occupied by 
Samuel Beaver's house. Elder Freeman Smalley and Elder G. W. 
Riley, as in nearly all the other churches of this denomination in the 
county, were the leaders in this, and Benjamin Smalley preached here 
with more or less regularity for some years. The building was frame, 
30x40. Harvey and Luther Stearns, William Lee and James Elliott, 
were the leading men in this organization, and it  was largely through 
their instrumentality that the church was built. I t  stood here until 
1862, when arrangements were perfected to move i t  to Fairmount, 
when suddenly it  burned down in the night. I t  was thought to be a 
dispensation of Providence, for the Bible and hymn-book were found 
out in the bushes, several rods away from the burnt edifice. Services 
were usually kept np with considerable irregularity, and the church 
was prospered in rnembers and spiritual growth. Elder G. W. Riley 
continued to act as pastor for some time, and was followed by his 
brother, J. W. Riley, who was ordained here. Rev. David French, 
Elder Lackey, Rev. Thomas Reese and Elder Parnell acted as pastors. 
Dnring the pastorate of the latter the present church was built. It 
is 3 6 ~  54, and cost $7,000. The membership has nsually m~mbered 
from one hundred to two hundred. Rev. Alexander Cunning was 
pastor ten years, and Rev. Mr. Coffmau is at present. The good ser- 
vices of William Davis, Ellis Adams, V. M. Davis, E. Bennett, D. 
G ~ ~ n d e r ,  and the Messrs. Catlett, are recognized by the membership for 
their labors in behalf of the interests of the church, and especially in 
the building of the fine edifice. A Sabbath-school of one hundred 
members and eight teachers is conducted by E. Holladay, superintend- 
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ent. The first service held by the itinerant Methodist preachers was 
in 1833, at the house of Henry Hunter, a mile north of Fairmount. In 
the fall of 1835 the first class was formed by Father Anderson, at  the 
house of Richard Cass, over in Conkey Town. The book had on i t  the 
names of Alexa~der  Dougherty. and wife, R. Cass and wife and son, 
three daughters of Mr. Hunter and Miss Dougherty. Of these original 
members, who forty-four years ago placed their names on the church's 
books, only A. Dougherty remains in connection with this branch. 
Services contioued to be held at the private-houses, and at school- 
houses, on both sides of the creek for years. The earliest preachers 
were Mr. Earshey, Father Lewis Anderson, Asa L. Risley and Mr. 
Crissey, the latter quite as noted a man in the church as any who have 
preached here. Zadock Hall and G. W. West followed, and J. W. Pork 
came soon. This was then the Danville circuit. About 1858 or lS59 
this appointment became a part of the Homer circuit, and mas removed 
to Fairmount, by which name it  has since been known. The present 
edifice, 36 ~ 4 6 ,  was erected in 1864. I t  cost $3.700. Joseph Neville, 
Thomas Short, A. Dougherty, John Aldridge, G. N. Neville and J. W. 
Booker were among the most active in pushing on the work of building. 
The membership is about one hundred and fifty. The Sabbath-school 
numbers one hundred and seventeen scholars and fourteen teachers. 

The Fairmount Cumberland church was organized by Rev. 6. W. 
Jordan,-who lives now at Anna,- in 1866. The ranks were largely 
filled with those who came here to live, and had belonged to the Mt. 
Vernon church. John Allen, Frank L. Dougherty and Maj. Wilson 
Burroughs were the first session, and cont.inue the same with the addi- 
tion of James Morris. There are about forty members. The pastors, 
or stated supplies, have been G. W. Jordan, G. W. Montgomery, James 
Ashmore, H. H. Ashmore and John H. Hess. The church was built 
in 1871, is 40 x 60, and twenty-foot posts. It cost $4,000. The Sab- 
bath-school, which nurnbers forty-five members, is under the snperin- 
tendency of Maj. Barroughs. 

The Olive Branch Cumberland, sn offshoot of Mt. Vernon church, 
mas first organized at Old Homer, on the Sonth Fork, by Revs. Messrs. 
Ashrnore and Whitlock. It. remained there, worshiping i11 the school- 
house, nntil the town mas removed to its present site, when a church 
was built on the State Road- on William Hardin's land, now Aaron 
Lee's, 40x60. I t  is a strong church. Mr. Ashmore continued to 
preach for it eleven years, and received fifty-four members at  one time. 
Since his pastorate Revs. Messrs. Beals, Whitlock and Hess have served 
the church. The Sabbath-school, with a large attendance, is under the 
charge of James Morrison. 
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A Baptist church, called " Salt Fork" church, was originally out 
- west of this near the county line, and was moved to Fairmount. 

The Christian church was organized September, 187'7. Elder J. C. 
Myers had been holding a series of meetings, and organized the church. 
Dr. Hess, of Homer, and Elder A. B. Morris have since served the 
chnrch. The trustees elected were J. H. Walton, L. Doney, E. A. 
Hawkins and Parley Martin; H. Jackson, chairman; Mr. Walton, 
clerk. E. A. Hawkins was elected elder. There are twenty-nine mern- 
bers. The chnrch, a neat and pretty edifice, 26x36, with belfry, spire 
and bell, was built in 1877 and 1878, at a cost of $1,200. Social meet- 
ings are held each Lord's day. There is no pastor at present. 

Fairmount was incorporated on the 1st of January, 1863. I t  em- 
braced the E. + of the S.E. % of Sec. 4, and some additions to the town 
ordinances were adopted on the 16th of Febr~~ary .  The town has 
never licensed the sale of intoxicating liquors. The first board of trus- 
tees consisted of John Allen, president ; E. E. Bennett, A. Honelin, 
F. L. Dougherty and R. B. Ray. 

District No. 2, which embraces the village of Fairmount, built i ts 
first school-house in 1859, at a cost of $400. The present building, 
40x48, two stories high, brick, with four rooms, was built in 1865. 
I t  is a neat and in every respect a suitable building, and cost $4,500. 
The district employs three teachers, and has an average of one hundred 
and fifty scholars. The present school board is composed of Dr. R. B. 
Ray, president ; H. B. Gibson, secretary, and L. E. Booker. The school 
is in very good hands and is successful. 

The Fairmount Silver Cornet Band was organized in 1872. I t  is 
composed of the following persons and pieces : John Watson, leader, 
first E-flat cornet ; C. G. Adams, second E-flat. cornet ; Zeno Stalons, 
B-flat cornet ; John Simpson, solo alto ; Eenny Simyson, second alto ; 
Jacob Stadler, first tenor ; C. H. Simpson, baritone ; Renben Jack, 
tuba ; Ed. Thomas, bass drum ; Fred Wilkins, tenor drum. 

The " Greenback 'Band " has the following : E. Robertson, leader, 
E-flat cornet ; Wm. Thomas, R-flat cornet ; Miss Winnie Robertson, solo 
alto ; George Wright, second alto ; W. McAllister, first tenor ; Armor 
Trimble, tuba ; Charles Robertson, bass drum. 

Fairmount Lodge, No. 590, A.F. & A.M., was organized under dis- 
pensation, on the 9th of January, A.L. 5868. The officers at its organ- 
ization were: H. H. Catlett, W.M.; J. S. Cox: S.W.; John Smoot, 
J.W.; J. H. Dougherty, Treasnrer; S. S. Burk, Secretary ; J. Reese, 
S.D.; J. B. Folks, J.D.; J. Allman, Tyler. The charter was received 
on the 6th of October, 1868. The charter members, in addition to 
those given above, were: E. P. Davis, George Cornelius, Alex. Cum- 

\ 
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ing, Jesse Doney, L. H. Burroughs, J. R. Witherspoon, S. Freese, J. 
M. Burroughs, D. Gunder, J. H. Littler, G. W. Jordan and F. D. Meb- 
lick. The Worshipful Masters serving in the order of their election 
since that have been : H. H. Catlett, John Smoot, H. H. Catlett, T. 
W. Buckingham, T. W. Buckingbam, S. W. Cox, H. H. Catlett, B. I?. 
Eehoe, J. R. Baldmin. The present officers are : S. W. Cox, W.M.; 
W. W. Stockton, S.W.; B. F. Eehoe, J.W.; Jesse Doney, Treasurer; 
J. J. Smith, Secretary ; J. M. Reese, S.D.; Zeno Stalons, J.D.; John 
Reese, Tyler. The average membership has been forty. I t  meets sec- 
ond and fourth Thursdays in each month. The Lodge is in a prosper- 
ous condition. 

A list is given below of the names of those who have been elected 
to the principal township oflices since the organization of Oakwood 
township, in 1866 : 

Date. Vote. Supervisor. Clerk. Assessor and Collector. 
1866. ............. C. Radcliffe ......... .G. W. Powell ............ .A. Steams. 
1867. .. .133. ....... Geo. A. Fox. ......... G. W. Powell ............ .9. Stearns. 
1868. ............. .Jesse Doney. ......... G. W. Powell ............ .A. S tems .  

..... ..*.... 1869. .........-.... J. H. Dougherty. J. R. Witherspoon. .A. Stearns. 
....... 1870. .............. J. H. Dougherty. .... .T. N. Brittingham. .A. Steams. 
....... 1871. .. .132. ....... W. B. Squires. ...... .T. P/I. Brittingham. .A. Stearns. 

1872. .. .150.. ...... J. H. Dougherty ..... .Reuben Jack . . . . . . . . . .  .A. Steams." 
1873. .. .158. ...... .H. Yerkes. .......... .Reuben Jack ............. .Aaron Lee. 

............ ......... 1874.. . .165. ...... .H. Yerkes.. .G. A. Stadler. .L. B. Loomis. 
1875. .. . ID .  ...... .H. Yerkes. .......... .Reuben Jack .............. L. B. Loomk. 

.............. .......... 1876. .. .144. ...... .H. Yerkes. .Reuben Jack L. B. Loomis. 
............ ........... 1877. .............. H. Yerkes. W. H. Thomas L. B. Loomis. 
............ ..... 1878. .............. J. K. BIussleman. W. H. Thomas L. B. Loomis. 

.............. ..... 1879. .............. J. K. ~!ussleman. J. J. Smith. .L. B. L G G ~ ~ .  
* L. B. Loomis, collector. 

The justices of the peace have been : G. A. FOX, F. L. Donghertj; 
J. D. New, L. M. Moore, Jesse Doney, George Bowen, James Tho~nas, 
Reuben Jack. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

William Smith, Homer, Charliyaign county, farmer and stock-raiser, 
section 1, son of James and Mary Smith, was born in Clarke county, 
Ohio, in 182'7, and came with his parents to Vermilion county, in No- 
vember, 1829, and settled within a quarter ofa a mile of where he now 
resides. His father was born in Pennsylvania, on the 15th of Judy, 
1792, and died in this county on the 22d of July, 1852,. His mother 
mas born in Ohio, on the 25th of January, 1794, and died in this county 
on the 29th of July, 1854. The subject of our sketch was united in 
marriage on the 8th of May, 1849, to Miss Lucy A. Sadler, daughter 
of William and Eeziah Sadler, who were early settlers of the county. 
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She was a native of Virginia, and was born on the 8th of June, 1829. 
By this union they have a family consisting of four sons and two 
daughters: James E., William E., Byron, Abraham L., Mary B. and 
Sarah J. Mr. smith owns a fine farm of three hundred and ninety-five 
acres, with good improvements, which he has obtained by his industry. 
H e  attended the centennial in 1876. H e  has resided in this county fifty 
years, and has not once had the attendance of a physician. 

William M. Hardin, Homer, Champaign county, farmer, section 14, 
was born in Clinton county, Ohio, on the 29th of July, 1829, and came 
to this county with his parents, William and Elizabeth Hardin, in the 
same year. His father was a native of Pennsylvania and his mother 
of Ohio, and they resided in Vermilion county until their death. His 
father was born on the 8th of March, 1794, and died on the 15th of 
August, 1868. His mother was born December, 1800, and died on the 
22d of October, 1860. Mr. Hardin has been twice married. I n  1850 
he was united in wedlock to Miss Prudence Acres, who was born on 
the 17th of April, 1820, and died on the 18th of December, 1858. His 
second marriage was in 1860, to Mary M. Burroughs, daughter of Jesse 
and Mary Burroughs. She was born in Ripley county, Indiana, on the 
16th of July, 1833. Mr. Hardin is the father of three children by 
his former wife : Mary E., mife of J. B. Hendrickson ; George A. and 
William L.; and three by present wife: Jesse B., John T. and Eva M. 
Mr. Hardin and wife are members of the C. P. church. H e  owns one 
hundred and thirty acres of land, on which he has lnnde all the iln- 
provements. I n  politics he is a staunch republican. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Elliott, Fainnonnt, farmer, section 7: was born in 
Coshockton county, Ohio, on the 22cl of Jannary, 1831. She was the 
wife of the late William Elliott, who was a native of Clinton county, 
Ohio, and born on the 24th of February, 1837. H e  came to Vermilion 
county in 1829, with his parents, and improved a large farm on t.he 
prairie, where he mas one of the first settlers. H e  died on the 21 st, of 
November, 1878, leaving a widow and six children to mourn his loss. 
The names of the children were Nancy, Barton S., James W., Ellis R., 
Milton F., John D. and Rosie E. Mr. Elliott was an industrious and 
hard-working man, and was a respected citizen. H e  was a member of 
the Baptist chnrch of which Krs. Elliott is now a member. - 

Mary A. Yount, Homer, Champaign county, farmer, section 2, 
formerly Mary A. Ashmore, mife of the late Charles G. Pount, was 
born in Clarke county, Illinois, on the 25th of June, 1826, and came to 
Vermilion county in 1846. She was married to Charles G. k70unt, on 
the 6th of January, 1850, who was a native of Kentucky, born on the 
26th of May, 1827, and who came to this county in 1830, where he 
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remained until his death, which occurred on the 13th of June, 1874. 
H e  left a widow and four children: Josephus, Andrew, Armilda and 
Alice. Mr. Yount mas an industrious and hard-working man, and is 
missed in the community where he lived. H e  improved a farm of two 
hundred and forty-nine acres, which is kept in good repair by his two 
sons. 

A. H. Dongherty, Fairmount, was born in Brown county, Ohio, on 
the 22d of July, 1805, and there he remained until twenty-seven years 
of age. H e  was married to Miss J. Kirkpatrick, on the 13th of June, 
1829, a native of Brown county, Ohio, born on the 26th of August, 
1811. Mr. ~ b u ~ h e r t ~  removed to Vermilion county in 1832, and 
settled within a mile and a half of Fairmount, where he remained 
until the death of his wife, on the 3d of Xarch, 1.863, when he came 
to Fairmount. H e  married Mrs. Mary A. Hays, on the 8th of Decem- 
ber, 1864, a native of Fayette county, Pennsylvania, born on the 8th 
of October, 1823. H e  has been unfortunate in raising a family. H e  
has had five children, all cf whom are deceased. Mr. Dougherty came 
to this county with his father, mother, three sisters and a brother. 
One brother came a year previous, and a brother and sister came one 
year after. His father was a native of Maryland, born in March, 1769, 
and died in October, 1860. His mother was a native of Pennsylvania, 
born in 1775, and died in 1850. Mr. Dougherty has been a constant 
member of the M. E. church since 1835. His wife, now deceased, was 
also a inember from 1834 until her death. His present wife has been x 

a member of the same church for twenty-five years. Mr. Dougher t~  . 

returned to his old home in Ohio, after an absence of' forty years, and 
left there to return home on the same day of the year on which he 
came west, forty years previous. Mr. Dougherty has been an honest 
and respected citizen, and now is in his seventy-fourth year? apparently 
in good health ; but if lle should live the longest life allotted to man, 
he must soon be called to join his friends in that distant land vi-here 
the pioneer will ever be at rest. 

Alvin Stearn s, Homer, Illinois, farmer and stock-raiser, section 1, 
son of Harvey and Fannie Steams, was born in Clinton co~znty, Ohio, 
on the eSth of November, 1815, and came with his parents to Ver- 
milion county in 1832. Mr. Stearns now resides on the farm where his 
parents first settled when they came to the county. His father, Harvey, 
was born in Vermont in 1191, and resided in this connty nntil his 
death, on the 30th of November, 1847; and his mother, Fannie Lock- 
wood, was a native of Pork state, born on the 8th of December, 1790, 
and died on the 1st of August, 1817. Alvin Stearns was united in 
marriage, on the 12th of April, 1838, to Miss Elizabeth Lee, daughter 
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of W. H. Lee, who came to Vermilion connty in 1829. Mrs. Stearns 
was born in Clinton county, Ohio, on the 19th of April, 1819. Her 
father was a native of South Carolina, born on the 8th of August, 1798, 
and died on the 14th of January, 1855. Her  mother was a native of 
Virginia, born. on the 7th of June, 1797, and now is living with Mr. 
Stearns. Mr. Stearns is the father of two sons and one daughter: 
Lawson, Ersom, and Rosella J., wife of T. B. Craig. H e  hits served as 
assessor.and township collector for eight years. H e  and his wife have 
been constant members of the ~ a ~ t i s t  church for thirty years. The 
result of the industry and thrift of Mr. Stearns is a fine farm of six 
hundred acres. H e  is a staunch republican. 

Calvin Stearns, Fairmount, farmer, section 6, was born in Clinton 
county, Ohio, on the 28th of October, 1820. H e  came to Vermilion 
county with his parents in 1832, and now lives within one mile of 
where they settled when they came to the county. Mr. Stearns has 
been three times married. H e  was united in wedlock to Miss Priscilla 
Lee on the 25th of February, 1844, who was born in Clinton county, 
Ohio, on the 30th of December, 1821, and departed this life on the 
10th of June, 1850. His second marriage was to Mary H. Rodgers, 
on the 31st of March, 1853, a native of this county. She was born on 
the 13th of August, 1836, and died on the 13th of October, 1858. 

, H e  married his present wife, ~ i s s  Clarindn Cronkhite, on the 20th of 
June,' 1867,-born in Warren conn ty, Indiana, on the 1 6th of February, 
1848. H e  became the father of one child by his filest wife, Eveline, 
and one by his second wife, Mary H., now wife of F. Cronkhite, and 
by his present wife, two : William C. and Lillie M. Mr. Stearns owns 
one hundred and seventy-five acres of land, on which he has made the 
improvements. H e  was formerly a whig until the republican party 
was organized? when he joined its ranks, and has since been identified 
with that party. 

Alonzo Stearns, Fairmount, farmer and stock-raiser, section 8, was 
born in Clinton county, Ohio, on the 28th of June, 1826, and came to 
Vermilion county, Illinois, with his parents in 1832. H e  was married 
in  1850 to Miss Sarah E. Catlett, daughter of L. T. Catlett, who was 
an early settler of this county. She was born in Virginia on the 8th 
of January, 1833,snd by their union there have been born six children: 
Edwin H., Herald J., Hermon A., Lawrence O., Clement H. and Her- 
bert E. Mr. Stearns and his wife have long been united with the 
Baptist church. H e  owns a fine farm, which is tohe result of his 
industry. 

J. H. Dougherty, Fairmount, miller and grain dealer, was born in 
Brown county, Ohio, in 1887, and came with his parents to Vermilion 
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county in 1833, 'and first settled one mile north of the now village of 
Fairmount. His father, James, was born in Brown county, Ohio, in 
1802, and died in this county in 1835. His mother, Mary Dougherty, 
was born in Ohio in 1800, and died in 1834. Mr. Dougherty then 
resided with his friends for some time, living four years with Samuel 
Gilbert, one of the early settlers of the county. When grown to 
manhood, he started for himself by farming in different parts of the 
connty. H e  has been twice married. His first union was in 1854 to 
Miss Margaret Chenoweth, but she lived only eighteen months. His  
second marriage, in 1857, was to Miss C. A. Groves, and by these unions 
there have been born three sons and two daughters : Jarnes L., Mary, 
Joseph, Bertie, and Charley, now deceased. Mr. Doug2lert-y has ierved 
on the board of supervisors, and has been a member of the Masonic 
order for twenty-six years. 

William Davis, Fairmount, farmer, section 6, was born in Guernsey 
county, Ohio, on the 25th of January, 1811, and came to -Vermilion 
county in 1834, settling on the farm where he now resides. ' He has 
been twice married. His first union was on the 17th of September, 
1834, to Miss Elizabeth Hays, a native of Washington county, Penn- 
sylvania. s h e  w8.s born in 1811, and departed this life in 1861. His 
second marriage was to Mary C. Catlett, in 1863, a native of Virginia, 
born on the 23d of August, 1821. Mr. Davis is the father of three 
sons and four daughters by his former wife: Rachel, wife of D. 
Rcudybush ; Edith J., wife of B. Browning ; David C.: Henry, Jemima, 
wife of S. Cox ; William F., and Lydia, wife of G. Baird. Mr. Davis 
now owns eight hundrid acres of fine land, and has given property 
to the amount of $3,500 to each of his children. H e  and his family 
are members of the Baptist church. 

James Davis, Homer, Champaign county, farmer, section I, son of 
Henry and Rachel Davis, was born in Guernsey county, Ohio, on the 
21st of January, 1825. His parents were natives of Pennsylvania. 
His father was born on the 20th of septe&ber, 1781, and died in 1865. 
His mother was born on the 3d of June. 1785, and died on the 1st of 
November, 1848. They were arnong the early settlers of Vermilion 
county, having removed from Ohio to this county- in 1836, and settled 
on the farm where James now resides. On the 18th of October, 1849, 
Mr. Davis took a life partner, his choice being the daughter of an early 
settler of this county, Miss America J. Boggess, who was born in this 
county, on the 3d of May, 1833. They have one son and one daugh-' 
ter: John T., born on the 17th of September, 1850 ; Rachel A., born 
on the 19th of November, 1852, now wife of E. R. Danforth. Mr. and 
Mrs. Davis have long been united with the Baptist church. Mr:Davis 
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is a member of A.F. & A.M., 199, Homer Lodge. He made a trip 
across the plains to California in 1875, and was at the Centennial in 
18'76. He was a democrat until the breaking ont of the war, since 
which he has been a sta~~lcch republican. 

E. P. Davis, Fairmount, farmer, section 5, was born in Vermilion 
county, Illinois, on the 12th of September, 1836. His parents were of 
Welsh descent. His father was born in 1808, and died in 1857. His 
mother was born in 1808, and died in 1837. They were among the 
early settlers of the county, coming here in 1832. Mr. Davis is a mem- 
ber of the A.F. & A.M., and politically, is a republican. 

Wilson Burroughs, Fairmount, farmer, was born in Dearborn c o n -  
ty, Indiana, in 1525, and came to Vermilion county with his parents in 
1839. They settled near Catlin. Mr. Burroughs is a patriotic man, 
and took an active part in the late rebellion. He went ont as captain 
of Co. E, 73d Ill. Vol. Inf., which office he faithfully filled until 1564, 
when he was promoted to major, and served till the close of the war. 
H e  mas in the battles of Perryville, Mission Ridge, Chickamauga, Ken- 
esaw Mountain, Resaca, Jonesboro, two days at Nashville, and all the 
battles in which the regiment was engaged, except Jdurfreesborough. 
In  1844 he was married to Miss Martha A. Thompson, daughter of 
John and Esther Thompson, who were early settlers of the county. 
She was born i n  Dearborn county, Indiana, in 1827, and came with 
her parents to this coilnty in 1830. Nr. Bnrroughs has two sons and 
two daughters : Xelissa, wife of I. N. Wilcox; Ellsworth T. ; Esther 
M., wife of' W. P. Witherspoon, and Newton W. ; and two deceased, 
Esther and Josephine M. Mr. and Mrs. Burroughs are members of 
the C. P. church. 

Charles Tilton, Fairmount, merchant, was born in Montreal, Can- 
ada, on the 30th of April, 1837, and came with his parents to Danville 
in 1839. When but six years of age his mother died, and he lived with 
the family of Willis Hubbard, one of the early settlers of the county, 
bnt liis father married again and he moved with the family to the 
Eight-Mile Prairie, where he remained on the farm until fourteen years 
of age, attending school winters and corking on the farm in the sum- 
mers. H e  left the farm and engaged as cierk at Higginsville, where he 
remained one year, and then returned to Danville and became an a p  
prentice-clerk with Palmer & Leverich. He  remained with them until 
1857, when he engaged as book-keeper with Partlow & Co., with whom 
he remained one year. H e  came to Fairmount and went in partner- 
ship with William A. Lowery, where he remained one year, after which 
he closed out and returned to Danville. H e  continued in the latter 
place in business until 1862, when he returned to Fairmount, and in 
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July, 1862, enlisted a-company of infantry for the late war, and on the 
21st of August an election being held, was elected 1st lieutenant. The 
company became Co. E of the 13d Ill. Vol. Inf., and was transported 
t o  the field of action. H e  participated in the battles of Chickarnauga, 
Mission Ridge, Resaca, Eenesam Mountain, Peach Tree Creek, At- 
lanta, Jonesborough, Franklin and Nashville. He mas promoted to 
captain, and at the close of the mar returned to this county. H e  was 
engaged in the grain and produce business in Chicago for three years. 
H e  then went to Kansas and founded the town of Oxford, and re- 
mained there four years and then returned to Danrille, and married 
Miss Martha Craig in 1872: a native of this county. H e  returned to 
Kansas where he remained until the death of his wife, on the 9th of 
October, 1873, which left Mr. Tilton with one child-Martha. H e  
returned to Dsnville, and then came to Fairrnount, where he engaged 
in the dry-goods business. 

Rev. Hiram H. Ashmore was born in Vigo county, Indiana, on the 
10th of April, 1829. I n  1840 his father moved from near his birth- 
place to Vermilion county, Illinois, since which time he has been a resi- 
dent of this county, except ten years following 1864, in which he lived 
at Ashmore? Coles county, Illinois. H e  received a moderate education 
at Steel's Academy, Grand View, Edgar county, and at Georgetown 
Seminary, in this county. He was licensed a minister of the Cumber- 
land Presbyterian church, at Bloomfield, Edgar county, in October, 
1853, after which he spent near two years teaching and preaching in 
Arkansas, during which time he became acquainted with southern so- 
ciety and institutions. After two years in the south he returned to 
this county and settled in Elwood township, near Ridge Farm. H e  
was ordained a member of Foster Presbytery in 1856, and preached in 
Ridge Farm until the war. I n  IS56 he took an active stand against 
the institution of slavery, and the unjust laws enacted in the interest of 
that institution compelling any man, north or south, under heavy pen- 
alties, to assist the army and civil officers, if necessary, to catch and re- 
turn  the fleeing slave. I n  IS60 he took an active part in the election 
of President Lincoln, and in the following year he was called upon to 
make a speech to the Georgetown company of the 25th regiment, and 
advised them to go and stick together, as their conntry needed their 
services, and that he intended to raise a company of cavalry and go into 
the service. The men, divided as they were, answered, '' You go and we 
will go." I never back out in  a good ca~ise," was the answer. He 
enlisted as a "high private," was appointed commissary sergeant of 
the regiment, and in eleven months was appointed rand commissioned - 
chaplain. Many soldiers -a thousand or more -professed religion 
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under his preaching. H e  was with his regiment under fire in seven- 
teen hard-fought battles, and over three hundred small engagements ; 
was captured in the battle of Chickamauga, sent to Libby Prison, after 
a week's preaching each alternate night, was exchanged; joined his 
regiment again in the midst of the battle of Mission Ridge. H e  never 
would allow himself to be detailed away from his regiment, because he 
had promised the Georgetown boys he would " stick to them as long 
as there mas a button on their coats." Mr. Ashmore wants the rebels 
forgiven, but not to be made leaders in our national affairs. H e  and 
his father, Rev. James Ashmore, live at Fairrnonnt in this county. 
Mr. Ashmore says he prides himself in Vermilion county, because she 
takes his maimed 2nd crippled comrades and fills her of honor 
with them; has been identified with her interest nearly all his life; 
wants to see Dxnville - our capital - a first-class city ; wants to see 
one metropolitan, agricultural and mechanical county fair decorated by 
all the fine arts. In  fine- 

To live, and be missed when you die, 
Is the crown of the noblest life. 

Rev. James Ashmore was born in Jefferson county, Tennessee, on 
the 17th of August, 1807. H e  married Catharine Armstrong in 1828, 
and 'resided on a farm in Clarke county until 1840. H e  was licensed to 
preach on the 17th of October, 1833, and ordained on the 10th of Octo- 
ber, 1837, by Vandalia Presbytery, of the Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church. With his wife and four children he moved to Vermilion 
county in March, 1840, and he became a home missionary under Foster 
Presbytery, of the C. P. church. H e  traveled extensively, and often 
preached through the week as well as on tho Sabbath. His  sermons 
would often average three hund~ed and sixty-five per annum, and were, 
for the first five or six years of his residence in this county, delivered 
mostly in school-houses and private residences. He lived from March, 
1840, to October, 1843, on the Alexander McDonald farm, four miles 
west of Georgetown, and often preached in the residence of Mr. Mc- 
Donald and Abram Sandusky, each of whom were worthy ruling 
elders of one of his congregations. If' their grandchildren (now nu- 
merous in this county) could see one of these pioneer congregations wor- 
shiping in the private houses of these good men (long dead and gone 
to their reward), they would then know more of the progress of this 
county than history can tell them. In  1843 Mr. Ashmore moved to 
Vance township, on the Salt Fork, and organized Mt. Vernon congre- 
gation, three miles west of Butler's Point (now Catlin). Since which 
time he has lived about half his time in Elwood and Vance townships, 
respectively, - the last seven years in Fairmount. H e  preached to  
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Mt. pisgad congregation, two miles west of' Georgetown, twenty-nine 
years in succession-three years since-making thirty-two years in all. 
H e  has organized thirty congregations, and under his preaching there 
have been about four thousand five hundred professions of religion. 
H e  is now in his seventy-second year, hale and hearty, still preaches 
with zeal and energy, and has accumulated considerable property. He 
has been married three times, and each of the deceased, as well as his 
living wife, are natives of Tennessee- his native state. H e  has four  
teen children living and ten dead. Three of his sons are ministers of 
the gospel. 

Henry Davis, Fairmount, farmer, section 18, was born in Vance 
township, Vermilion county, Illinois, on the 5th of May, 1841. H e  has 
been twice married. H e  was married on the 24th of December, 1863, 

. to Miss Nancy Cox, a native of Miarni connty, Ohio. She was born in 
1838, and died on the 24th of September, 1874. On the 7th of Septem- 
ber, 1875, he was married to Miss Rebecca E. Baird, a native of Brown 
county, Ohio - born on the 3d of January, 1855. Mr. Davis has 
three children by present wife: Freddie L., Gracie E. and Sarah M. 
H e  owns one hundred and fifty acres of land, on which he has made 
most of the improvements. H e  and his wife are members of the Bap- 
tist church, and politically he is a democrat. 

I n  every profession there are those who, by years of hard study, 
constant practice, and a close attention to business, are the recognized 
in their professions. This position has been attained and honestly 
earned by Robert B. Ray, M.D., of Fairmonnt, the subject of this 

, 

sketch, who for twenty-three years has been a prasticing physician and 
surgeon. H e  is the son of Robert and Mildred J. Ray, who were 
natives of Kentucky. His father was a brother of James B. Ray, 
ex-governor of Indiana. They moved to Dearborn county, Indiana, 
during the early settlement of that county. Here the subject of' our 
sketch was born, on the 18th of February, 1830. But little of t h e  
stlrroundings of his early life a r e  known. In  1843 he first came to 
Vermilion county, Illinois, where he remained until 1855, engaged in 
agricultnral pnrsuits. A t  the above date he began the study of med- 
icine, taking his first course of lectures at the Rush Medical College of 
Chicago during the winter of 1855-56. I n  1856, after leaving cdlege, 
he went t~ S h e i k  coilnty, Missouri, where he practiced his profession 
for one year. H e  then moved to Macon, in the adjoining connty, and 
while there was united in marriage to Miss Fannie, daughter of Jesse 
and Ellen Beecher, who were early and prominent pioneers of Fair- 
field county, Ohio. This latter place was Mrs. Ray's native piace, 
where she was born on the 20th of July, 1838. They were married on 
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the 23d of December, 1858. I n  1860 the Doctor returned to Chicago 
and finished his medical education, graduating with honor and receiv- 
i n g  a diploma. I n  1861 he returned to Vermilion county, Illinois, 
locating at Fairmount, where he has since resided. He left Missouri 
on account of his political views, he being a staunch Union man, while 
many of his neighbors were very radical in their views on the opposite 
side of the question. H e  and Mrs. Ray are b0t.h members of the M. E. 
church. The Doctor is also a member of the Vermilion County- Med- 
ical Society. They have a family of three children. The eldest, 
Beecher B., was born on the 11th of October, 1859, and in August, 
1879, became a graduate in the scientific course of Vaiparaiso~ College. 
The next younger is Agnes E., who was born on the 3d of March, 
1867. The last and youngest is Robert T., born on the 19th of April, 
1869. 

J. S. Gilkey, Homer, Champaign county, fanner, section 19, is a 
native of Vermilion connty, born on the 16th of September, 1843. His 
father came to the county in 1830. His parents were natives of Ken- 
tucky. His father died in 1817, aod his mother in 1846. In  the late 
rebellion* Mr. Gilkey enlisted in 1561, in Co. I, 26th Ill. Vol. Inf., and 
served until the close of the mar. H e  was in twenty-eight engage- 
ments, such as Madrid, Missouri; Island No. 10, siege of Corinth, 
Inka, Farrnington, siege of Vicksburg, Jackson? Chattanooga, Straw- 
berry Plains, and others. H e  was taken prisoner at Cave Springs, and 
held as a prisoner of war five months. H e  was also a prisoner at Chat- 
tanooga for a short time. H e  returned home at the close of the war, 
and, on the 1st of March, 1866, married Miss Mary J. Goodrich, a 
native of Union county, Ohio, born on the 30th of July, 1548. They 
have had five children born to them, three living: Celestia L., Seblin . 

B., Amy O., and two dead. 
Rev. John Hoobler, Fairmount, was born in Perry county, Pennsyl- 

vania, on the 2d of August, 1801. H e  removed to Montgomery county, 
Ohio, in 1823 ; thence to Fountain county, Indiana, in 1832, and to 
Vermilion county, Indiana, where he represented the county, in 1836 
and 1837, also in 1841 and 1842. H e  removed to Vermilion county, 
Illinois, in  1847, and settled in Ross township, where he was the first 
elected supervisor. H e  then r e n t  to Livingston county, Illinois, in 
1851, where he was presiding elder for six years. From- there he went 
to Perrysville, Indiana, in 1872, and there he acted as local preacher. 
H e  returned to Vermilion county in 18.74. H e .  has been twice mar- 
ried: first, to Miss Rebecca Fetterhoof, in 1821, born in Franklin 
county, Pennsylvania, on the 5th of June, 1796, and died on the 6th 
of A u ~ u s ~ ,  1871. His second marriage was to Lydia A. Hulick, on the 
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17th of February, 1872. She is a native of Pennsylvania, born on the 
21st of November, 1816. Mr. Hoobler was the father of eleven chil- 
dren by his former wife, of whom eight are living: Jeremiah, Jemima, 
wife of D. Go~zty; David, John F., Frederick, Mary, wife of J. W. 
Fleshman, Andrew J. The deceased are: Wm. O., Julia, and Daniel 
V. Mr. Hoobler is now the great-grandfather of twenty-two children, 
and grandfather of sixty-eight. 

Isaac Simpson, Fairmonnt, manufacturer of wagons, was born in 
Fountain county, ~ndiana, on the 9th of Febrnary, 1822, and came to  
Vermilion county in 1845. H e  stopped at Georgetown for some t i ~ e ,  
and then left the county, to return again in 1847, and located in Dan- 
ville, where he followed blacksmithing until 1868. H e  then moved 
on a farm three and a half miles southeast of Catlin, and, in  1869, 
removed to Fairmo~znt. 011 the 13th of July, 1848, he was married to 
Miss Elizabeth Richards, daughter of Henry and Hannah Richards, 
who came to this county in 1833. She was born in Washington county, 
Tennessee, on the 29th of March, 1825. They have eight children: 
three sons and five daughters : Mary E., wife of G. Burghart ; Jennie, 
wife of J. H. McCorkle; John F., Lillie, Charley H., Annie, Susan 
and Isaac B., all of whom were born in Danville. Xr. Simpson cut 
the first county seal for Vermilion county, and sent the first coal from 
Da~lville east for inspection. - 

Tonrnsend Hendrickson, Homer, Champaign county, farmer, section 
11, wa.s born in Queen's connty, New Pork, on the 18th of August, 
1821. H e  came to Fayette county, Ohio, in 1540, and, while there, 
was married to Miss Malinda Ocheltree, in 1848, who was a native of 
Ross county, Ohio, born in 1825. Mr. Hendrickson removed to Ver- 
milion county on the 23d of February, 1849, and has resided in this 
county ever since, except while in the army. H e  enlisted at the com- 
mencement of the war, leaving his wife and a family of small children 
to attend the farm, in Co. E, 73d Ill. Vol. Inf., and was in all the 
fights in which the regiment was engaged but one, such as Perryville, 
Stone River, Murfreesboro', Mission Ridge, Resaca, New Hope Church, 
Kenesaw Mountain, Peach tree Creek, Atlanta and Jouesboro'. H e  is 
the father of three sons and one daughter: Mary A., wife of A. Mor- 
ison; Jesse B., John 0. and Albert T. Mr. Hendrickson owns a 
fine farm of two hundred and sixty-five acres, on which he has made 
ail the improvements. 

Jesse Mantle, Homer, Champaign county, farmer, section 14, son of 
Henry and Catharine Mantle, was born in Alleghany county, Pennsyl- 
vania, in 1814, and removed to Fayette county, Ohio, in about 1620. 
Mr. Mantle was bound out at thirteen years of age to learn the tannzr's 

63 
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trade, which he mastered at the age of' twenty-one. On the 12th of 
August, 1837, he was married to Miss Mary Custer, daughter of George 
and Margaret Custer. She is a native of Virginia, born in 1809. They 
have three living children : Jerome, Margaret J. and Thomas C. ; and 
two dead: Josephine and Joseph. Mr. Mantle came to Vermilion 
county in 1850, and rented for some time, but by economy he has 
become the owner of seventy-nine acres of land, which he has under 
good cultivation. H e  and his wife are members of the M. E. church, 
and Mr. Mantle is a staunch republican, and a member of A.F. & A.M. 
Jerome Mantle, his son, serred in the rebellion, in Co. F, 26th Ill. 
Vol. Inf., and was in the battles of Corinth, Atlanta, Mission Ridge, 
Eenesaw Mountain, Chattanooga, Savannah, and in all the battles in 
Sherman's march to the sea. H e  mas at the general review at Wash- 
ington, District of Columbia. 

Daniel Oaks, Homer, Champaign county, farmer, section 11, is the 
son of Michael and Sarah Oaks, and was born in Ohio, on the 27th of 
August, 1848. His  parents came to Clarke county, Illinois, in 1846. 
They were natives of Pennsylvania and Ohio, and removed to Vermil- 
ion county in 1852, where Mr. Oaks has since made hie home, except 
while in the army. H e  served in the late war in Go. F, 26th Ill., hav- 
ing enlisted in 1864, and served during the war; was in the battles of 
Atlanta, Marietta, Sa~annah,  and other minor engagements. H e  was 
at the general review at Washington, Distri'ct of Columbia. Mr. Oaks 
returned home after the war, and was married to Miss M. M. Morrison, 
in 1869, who was born in Ohio, on the 1st of July, 1848. They have 
two children : Eva and Charles. 

C. F. Bradway, Fairmount, druggist, was born in Salem county, 
New Jersey, in 1850, and came with his parents to Vermilion county 
in 1854, settling at Georgetown. H e  removed to Fairmount in 1876, 
and engaged in his present business. H e  was united in nlarriage on 
the 16th of A u p s t ,  1874, to Miss Ella Haworth, daughter of Thomas 
and Margaret Haworth, who were early settlers of the county, they 
coming in 1822. She was born in this county, on the 10th of May: 
1848. They have one son : Everett H. 

G. N. Neville, Fairrnount, farmer, section 10, son of George and 
Elizabeth (wolf;) Neville, was born in what was then Hardy county, 
Virginia, on the 2d of February, 1820. His father died when he was 
two years of age, and he and his mother came to Tippecanoe county, 
Indiana, in 1834, where they mere among the early settlers. They re- 
mained there twenty years, and then removed to Vermilion county, 
and settled where he now resides. His mother died in 1842. Mr. 
~ e v i l l e  took a life partner on the 26th of September, 1840, his choice 
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being Miss Mary S. Throckmorton, born in Hampshire county, West 
Virginia, on the 16th of December, 1823. By this union they have 
been blessed with ten children, of whom seven are now living. 

Barton Elliott, Fairmount, farmer, section 18, son of William and 
Elizabeth Elliott, was born in Vance township, Vermilion county, Illi- 
nois, on the 11th of November, 1854. H e  was united in marriage to 
Miss May J. Ealdwin, on the 21st of September, 1876. She was born 
in Brown county, Ohio, on the 21st of August, 1855. They are mem- 
bers of the Baptist church. 

Edward Dnnn, Fair~nount, clerk, is the son of Michael and Julia 
(Conley) Dunn, who were natives of Ireland, and came to Delaware 
county, New Pork, in 1847, where Edward, the subject of our sketch, 
was born, 011 the 14th of August, 1554. His parents remained in New 
Pork for eight years, and then removed to Fairmount, in  1855, becom- 
ing one of the early citizens of the now village of Fairmount. Here 
Edward spent the early part of his life, receiving a business education. 
In  1873 he engaged with Wilcox & Co. as salesman. 

Jesse Doney, Fairmount, was born in Fayette county, Pennsylvenia, 
in 1816, and in that year his parents removed to Richland county, Ohio, 
where they remained five years. They then went to Harrison county, 
where they remained a short time, and then returned to Fayette 
county, Pennsylvania, and located in the same house where Mr. Doney 
and also his father were born. Mr. Doney returned to Earrisoa 
cotlnty, Ohio, and commenced to learn the trade of brick-layer and 
stone-mason. I n  1832 he came to Chicago. From there he went to 
what is now Joliet, where was then only one log cabin, which Mr. 
Doney helped to erect. He then returned to Harrison county, Ohio, 
again; then went to Coshocton county, where he worked on a farm 
for Michael Rodgers, whose daughter, Marion, he married in 1838. 
She was born in Harrison coonty, Ohio, in 1523. Mr. Doney then 
~emoved to Guernsey county, from there to Marshall, and thence to 
Montgomery county. F r o ~ n  there he went to Hendricks connty, and 
while there his wife departed this life, in June, 1854 He then mar- 
ried Miss Sarah A. Dale, on the 7th of June, 1855, who was born in 
Hendrieks county, Indiana, on the 30th of April, 1829. Mr. Doney 
removed to Vermilion county, and purcllased the Hickman fam,  and 
has resided there and at  Fairmonnt ever since. He is the father of two 
children, living, by his former wife: Michael C. and Lysander; and 
also four deceased: Hannah N., Eisander J., wife of F. Elliott during 
her life, Benjamin and Samuel ; and by his present wife, three living : 
Jesse, Lincoln, Maggie: and two deceased : John and Marion. Mr. 
Doney now owns eight hundred and twenty-eight acres of land in 
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this county, and four houses and lots in the town. H e  is a member of 
A.F. & A.M. and I.O.O.F., and has been county commissioner and 
justice of the peace. 

Nimrod M.cBride, Fairmount, was born in what was then Monon- 
galia county, Virginia, on the 19th of February, 1811, and came with 
his parents to Dearborn county, Indiana, in 1813, where they remained 

\ 

until 1825. They then went to Marion county, where his father, Will- 
iam, died, in 1825, and his mother, Henriette, in 1831. Mr. McBride 
came to Tippecanoe county, Indiana, and while there married Miss 
Jane Jack, 011 the 1st of Decembei; 1836, a native of Warren county, 
Ohio, born on the 16th of January, 1820. Mr. McBride removed to 
Vermilion county in 1S55, and settled close to Fairrnonnt, where he 
owns two hundred ahd forty acres of a fine him, on which he has 
made all the improvements. H e  has been blessed with three daughters 
and one son, now living, and two deceased. The names of the living 
are Nancy C., Ella, Jennie and William; of the deceased, John T., 
who died in the army, and Rebecca. Mr. McBride was a whig until 
the republican party was organized, when he joined its ranks, and with 
this party he has always cast his vote. 

R. Jack, Fairmount, shoemaker and justice of the peace, was born 
in Carroll county, Indiana, on the 19th of March, 1840, and raised in 
Tippecanoe county, where he retnained until twenty years of age. H e  
then came, with his father, to Vermilion county, Illinois, in 1860, and 
on the 1st of August, 1862, enlisted in the 73d Ill. Vol. Inf., Co. E, 
and served until the close of the war. H e  was in all the battles in 
which his regiment was engaged, and passed through then; all without 
receiving a wound. H e  has been three times married. His first union 
was on the 9th of August, 1865, to Miss Mary Shroyer, a native of 111- 
diana, born in 1843, and died on the 20th of February, 1869. H e  was 
married on the 15th of June, 1870, to Miss Frances Rufin, also a na- 
tive of Indiana, born in 1844, and died in 1871. His third marriage 
was in 1872, to Miss Jennie Fellows, also a native of Indiana, born in 
1848. By his present wife he is the father of one child? George. Mr. 
and Nrs. Jack are members of the M. E. church. 

W. J. Rice, Fairmount, stock-dealer, is a native of Carter county, 
Kentucky, where he was born on the 3d of ~ u ~ u s t ,  1845. Mr. Rice 
came to Vermilion county in 1863, and engaged in the pnrsuit of farm- 
ing until 1877 ; since then he has dealt extensively in stock, shipping 
yearly the amount of $250,000 worth. On the 24th of' October, 1868, 
Mr. Rice wss married to Miss Martha E. Pratt, a native of Boone 
county, Indiana, born on the 24th of September, 1844. By this union 
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they have one child living : WiIliam C. ; James W. died. Mr. R. is 
a member of the Masonic Order, No. 590, of Fairmount. 

Elias Holladay, Fairmount, dealer in drugs, son of Elias and Sarah 
(Harnmond) Holladay, was born in Livingston county, New Jersey, 
on the 13th of September, 1835. A t  nine years of age he came with 
his parents to Parke county, Indiana, and while there his mother died. 
Then he and his father came, in 1859, to Indianapolis, Indiana, where 
they remained four years; then removed to Homer, Illinois, and re- 
mained one year, and then came to Fairmount, where he has been 
engaged in his present business ever since. He was appointed notary 
public in 1867, which office he now holds; also was appointed post- 
master, on the 1st of October, 18'74, which office he has held ever since. 
Mr. Holladay was united in marriage in 1866, to Miss Clara P. Short, 
daughter of Thomas Short, who was one of the early settlers of Ver- 
milion county. She was born in Danville, Vermilion county, Illinois, 
on the 3d of January, 1846. They have one son and one daughter liv- 
ing : Fred S. and Sarah H. ; and one deceased : Frank. Mr. and Mrs. 
H. are members of Goshen Bzptist church. 

, 

J. M. Wiikins, Fairmount, physician, was born in Marion county, 
Ohio, on the 22d of September, 1826. A t  six years of age he came with 
his parents to La Grange county, Indiana; thence to Branch county, 
Michigan. I n  1846-7 he attended the Indiana Medical College, at La 
Forte, Indiana, and graduated in 1850. H e  then returned to Branch 
county and practiced for four years, and in 1854 came to Vermilion 
county, and first located in New Town, where he had an extensive prac- 
tice until 1859, and in 1864 removed to Fairmount, where he has had 
a continued practice ever since. Dr. J. M. Wilkins married Miss Me- 
hitable Pond, on' the 28th of September, 1852 ; a native of Ohio; born 
on the 12th of August, 1832. They hare three sons and one daughter : 
William F., Jennie E., Charles A. and Fred. The Doctor and his wife 
are members of the Baptist church, aod he is a member of the Masonic 
and Odd-Fellows' Lodges. His political views are republican. 

L. W. Sowers, Fairmount, farmer and stock-raiser, section 16, is a 
native of North Carolina, and was born in 1836. H e  removed with 
his parents to F o ~ ~ n t a i n  county, Indiana, in the fall of 1839. His 
father, Michael Sowers, was born in North Carolina in the year 1792, 
and died in Fountain county, Indiana, in  1845. His mother also mas 
a native of North Carolina, born in 1802, and now resides in the above 
named county. Mr. Sowers was married in 1856 to Miss Margaret 
Darr, daughter of David and Mary Darr. She was born in Parke 
county, Indiana, in 1837. They have two sons and three daughters: 
David N., Elijah M., Sarah E., Mary R. and America A. MT. Sowers 
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removed to Page county, Iowa, where he remained cjne year. H e  then 
returned to Parke county, Indiana, and remained five years, and re- 
moved to Vermilion coun t~ ,  Illinois, in 1865, and settled on the farm 
where he- now resides. By his industry he is now the owner of* a farm 
of two hundred and twelve acres, which he has under good cultivation. 
H e  became united with the Lutheran church at seventeen years of age. 
H e  also is a member of the A.F.& A.M., and his political views are 
democratic. 

H. Yerkes, Fairmount, farmer and stoclc-raiser, was born in Warren 
county, Ohio, on the 7th of' May, 1840. His parents were natives of 
Pennsylvania, who came to Ohio in an early day. They went to Foun- 
tain county, Indiana, where he (Jacob Yerkes) died in 1866. His wife 
(Ann) now resides in Indiana. Mr. Yerkes, the subject of this sketch, 
took an active part in the late war, enlisting in A u g ~ ~ s t ,  1862,. in Co. 
H, 63d Ind. Vol. Inf., and served until the close of the war. H e  was 
in the following battles : Resaca, Burnt Hickory, Peachtree Creek, 
Eenesaw Mountain, the engagements around Atlant,a, Jonesboro, 
Spring Hill, Franklin,. Nashville, Tennessee, Wilmington, Golds- 
boro, and other minor engagements. He was mustered out in July, 
1865, and came to Vermilion county. Mr. Perkes has been twice 
married: first, on the 21st of September, 1865, to Miss Hester E. 
Prevo, who was born in 1839 in Fountain county, Indiana, and died on 
the 7th of September, 1877. Mr. Yerkes was married, in 1878, to Miss 
Mary 0. Noble, also a native of Indiana, born in 1860. Mr. Yerkes 
has six children by former wife : Spencer Gay Alice M., Ella M.: Annie 
L., Susie and Hattie. H e  served as township supervisor five years. 
H e  is a staunch republican, and he and his wife are members of the 
M. E. church. 

I. N. Wilcox, ~ a i r b o u n t ,  merchant, was bora in Ross c o ~ ~ n t y ,  Ohio, 
on the 18th of November, 1847, and came west in 1866, locating in 
Fairmount. H e  engaged in his present bnsiness, and at the present 
time is doing as large a business 2s any firm in the county outside of 
Dan-ville. In  October, 1367, he was united in marriage to Miss M. 
Bnrroughs, daughter of Wilson Burroughs, one of the old and respected 
citizens of the county. She was born in  the county on the 21st of 
January, 1848. They have one son, Harry B. Mr. Wilcox served in 
the late rebellion in Co. A, 49th 0. V. I., and was in several engage- 
ments. 

D. Gunder, Fairmount, farmer and stock-raiser, section 8, was born 
in Fairfield county, Ohio, in 1825, and came with his parents to Madi- 
son county, Indiana, in 1838. His father, Henry Gunder, was a native 
of Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. H e  was in the war of 1812, and 
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departed this life in 1864. Mr. D. Gunder's mother, Elizabeth Sisco, was 
a native of England, and came to America in an early day, and died on 
the 8th of September, 1858. The subject or" this sketch was married in 
1849, to Miss Elizabeth Hugel, a native of Madison county, Indiana, 
born in 1832. Her father, Ephraim Hugel, was a native of Ohio, born 
in 1803 and died in 1842. Her mother, Susanna, was born in Penn- 
sylvania in 1804 and died% 1869. Mr. Gunder has a family of nine 
living children : Alice, wife of J. J. Howard ; Susie, wife of C. W. 
Baldwing; Joseph N., James H., Samuel H. Jennie Boy Mary A., 
Julia M. and Arthur H. Mr. and Mrs. Gunder are members of the 
Baptist chnrch. H e  owns a fine farm of three hundred and forty acres, - 
with good improvements. H e  is a member of the A.F. & A.M. frater- 
nity, and is a practical farmer. 

John E. Musselman, Fairmount, was born in Carroll county, Indi- 
ana, in 1843. His parents, Jacob and Catharine Musselman, came to 
that bounty in an early day, where they rerna.ined until the death of 
his mother (1850). They were natives of Pennsylvania, and of Ger- 
man descent. Mr. Musselrnan remained at home until man grown, 
spending most of his time in learning telegraphy and the railroad busi- 
ness, which he has followed mostly since 1865. H e  came to Vermilion 
county in 1869, and located in Fairmount, where he became one of the 
active and energetic citizens. H e  has creditably held the oflice of 
supervisor of Vance township for tn-o terms, and is the present incum- 
bent. I n  1873 he took a life-partner, his choice being Miss Mary E. 
Tirnmons, daughter of Capt. Timmons, one of the early settlers pf the 
county. The result of their happy marriage is two children : Lewis W. 
and Mandie. 

G. W. Baird, Fairmount, farmer, section 1s: son of Joseph and Eliz- 
abeth Baird, was born in Brown county, Ohio, on the 18th of October, 
1851, and came to Vermilion county, Illinois, in 1869. On the 1st of 
January, 1871, he was married to Miss Lydia E. Davis, daughter of 
William Davis, who is one of the early settlers in the county. She 
was born in f he county on th'e 23d of May, 1852. They are the parents 
of one son and one daughter : Harry D. and Nellie M. 

2. Stalons, dealer in groceries and provisions, Fairmount, was born 
in  Orange county, Indiana, in 1854, and came to Vermilion county, 
Illinois, with his parents in 1870. H e  was united in marriage on the 
7th of April,. 1878, t.o Miss Nellie McFarland, a uative of Illinois. 
Mr. Stalons is a member of the A.F. 6- A.M., Fairmount Lodge, 
590. 

35. F. Mott, Fairmount, physician, was born in Miami county, Ohio, 
on the 17th of April, 1851, and removed with his parents to Cham- 
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paign county, Ohio, in 1857. I n  1874 he came to Fairmount. Mr. 
Mott attended medical college in 1872 and 1873, and graduated in 
1874. H e  is not an old physician in the county, but, by honest and 
never tiring attention to his patients, he now has a practice that will do 
credit to some of the older physicians of the county. On the 30th of 
August, 1878, he was married to Katie E. Adams. 

G. W. Ryan, Fairmount, railroad agent, was born in Iianlilton 
county, Ohio, on the 10th of May, 1853, where he received his early 
education, and was in the employ of the Pacific railroad for some time. 
H e  came west, and engaged with the Wabash railroad, in Champaign 
county, and iri 1877 came to Fairmount, where he has had charge of 
the office: as express, freight and ticket agent, ever since. 

BUTLER TOWNSHIP. 

Bntler township embraces all the northwest corner of the county 
which is in town 23 north, range 13 west, of the 2d principal meridian, 
all the east half of town 23, range 14, two tiers of sections off the north 
end of town 22 north, range 13, and six sections in the northeast cor- 
ner of town 22, range 14, riding in all seventy-two sections, or equal 
to  two full congressional townships. The land was origina:ly entirely 
prairie, and, although embracing some of the finest land in the county, 
did not come into cultivation till 1855, and as late as 1872 broad strips 
of its rich prairie had not been vexed with the plow; indeed, as late as 
this present writing some of' the beautiful high rolling prairie along 
the line separating towns 23 and 22 is yet in prairie-grass, and scores 
of the farms south and southeast of Rankin are guiltless of either fence 
or hedge to mark their boundary lines. No considerable stream crosses 
the town. From its southern side the little streams and rivulets 
stretch away toward the middle fork of the Vermilion, from its eastern 
border they run into the North Fork, while fronl its northern half the 
water sheds to the head-waters of the Illinois River. High, rollisg, 
rich and healthy, it can but seem wonderful, and must ever remain in 
a great measure mysterious, how the land of such eligible portions of 
the county were left uninhabited until long after the western half of 
the state, and Missouri, Iowa, and portions of Kansas and Nebraska, 
were largely filling up with settlers. People living along the Middle 
Fork, not twenty miles away, pulied up and moved to Missouri, on 
poorer land than could be found within half a day's ride of their 
homes, and this, after it had been demonstrated that people co~lld live 
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